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Welcome Note 
Dear colleagues and friends, 
 

It is a great pleasure and honor for me to cordially invite you to participate in the 3rd SEERSS 
International Congress in Robotic Surgery, which will be held in Sofia, Bulgaria on 3rd and 4th 
October 2014. 
 

It is a privilege for my country that its capital Sofia will host such a major scientific forum in the 
field of robotic surgery bringing together prominent surgeons from South-Eastern Europe and 
leading international experts. All of them will come together united by the ambition to 
exchange their experience, ideas and scientific achievements in every aspect of robotics. 
 

Our goal is to expand the network of surgeons who share the idea of greater introduction and 
application of robotic surgery in clinical practice. Therefore, this year we will continue the 
initiative called Junior SEERSS, which started in Athens 2013 during the 2nd SEERSS Congress for 
attracting medical undergraduate and postgraduate students for mastering the skills, 
techniques and methods of robotic surgery. 
 

The capital of Bulgaria – Sofia will welcome and fascinate you with its rich historical heritage, 
which you will have the opportunity to evaluate in the cathedrals and museums; in its amazing 
nature at the foot of the Vitosha Mountain and in its unique culture and traditions. 
 

Accepting our invitation you support the idea that the robotic surgery is the surgery of the 
future and the future is already here at the 3rd SEERSS International Congress in Robotic 
Surgery in Sofia, Bulgaria! 
 

Best wishes, 
 
 
   Prof. Grigor GORTCHEV, MD, PhD, DSc 
   President, 3rd SEERSS International Congress  
   in Robotic Surgery  
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Presidents:  Toma Pojarliev, Bulgaria 
 Konstantinos Stravodimos, Greece  
Members: Ioan Coman, Romania 
 Nicolae Crisan, Romania 
 Tsvetin Genadiev, Bulgaria 
 Dimitris Linos, Greece 
 Emanuel Panagiotou, Greece 
 Anatoli Pataridou, Greece 
 Sorin Paun, Romania 
 Irinel Popescu, Romania 
 Vassilis Poulakis, Greece 
 Oana Stanciulea, Romania 
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Members: Evangelos Georgiou, Greece 
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 Fabrizio Luca, Italy 
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 Giuseppe Spinoglio, Italy 
 Enrico Vizza, Italy 
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             SEERSS Board of Directors 
 

Members:  President:  

 Konstantinos Konstantinidis, Greece 
 General Secretary: Nikolaos Nikiteas, Greece 
 Treasurer: Konstantinos Stravodimos, Greece 
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 Irinel Popescu, Romania 
 Grigor Gortchev, Bulgaria 
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          Confirmed Speakers 
 

 Sarfraz  Ahmad  USA  

Andreas Andreou  Greece  

Fatih  Atug  Turkey  

Nikolaos Bonaros   Austria  

Ioan  Coman  Romania  

Nicolae  Crisan  Romania  

Kose  Faruk  Turkey  

Marin Georgiev  Bulgaria  

Ali Gozen   Turkey  

Vasiliki Hatzirafail  Greece  

Savvas Hirides  Greece  

Robert Holloway  USA  

Eleni Karafoka  Greece  

Konstantinos M . Konstantinidis  Greece  

George Kyriakou  Greece  

Gianluigi  Melotti   Italy  

Gungor  Mete  Turkey  

Vasileios Mygdalis  Greece  

Nikolaos Nikiteas  Greece  

Nikolaos Pardalidis  Greece  

Anatoli Pataridou  Greece  

Micaela  Piccoli   Italy  

Irinel  Popescu  Romania  

Vassilis Poulakis  Greece  

Jens Rassweiler   Germany  

Remzi  Saglam   Turkey  

Richard M. Satava  USA  

Krasimir  Yanev   Bulgaria  

Victor Tomulescu  Romania  

Stavros Tyritzis  Greece  

Enrico Vizza  Italy  



TOPICS 
Á Current state of the robotics in Eastern  
   Europe,  in Europe and in the world 
 
Á Future of robotic surgery 
 
Á Robotic programs in public and  
   private sector 
 
Á Training and accreditation in robotic surgery 
 
Á 3D education with robotic systems  
 
Á New technologies 
 
Á Upper GI diseases and bariatrics 
 
Á Lower GI robotic surgery 
 
Á Hepatopancreatobiliary robotic surgery 
 
Á Endocrine surgery and miscellaneous 
 

 

Á Robotics in gynecology 
 
Á Robotic SILS 
 
Á Robotic prostatectomy 
 
Á Robotic cystectomy and kidney  
   surgery 
 
Á Heart and thoracic surgery 
 
Á Anesthesiology in robotics 
 
Á Video sessions 
 
Á What to expect from manufacturer  
   in the near future 
 
 

 

ABSTRACTS 
Colleagues, residents and students 

should submit their abstracts  
online or via e-mail at 

m.pe@zita-congress.gr  
To view submission guidelines  

and to submit your abstract on-line  
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Preliminary “At a glance” Program 

3 October 2014  4 October 2014  

8.00-8.30 Registration 8.00-8.30 Registration 

Hall 1 

8.30-10.00 

Live Surgery – Gynecology 

Console surgeon: Prof. Grigor 

Gortchev 

Moderator: Prof. Slavcho 

Tomov 

Hall 2 

8.30-10.00 

Chairs: Marin Georgiev, Ioan 

Coman 

Urology Session І 

Hall 1 

8.30-10.00 

Live Surgery – General 

Surgery 

Console surgeon: Prof. Victor 

Tomulescu 

Moderator: Prof. Irinel 

Popescu 

Hall 2 

8.30-10.00 

Chairs: Slavcho Tomov, Petros 

Hirides 

Gynecology Session І 

10.00-10.30 – Coffee with exhibitors 10.00-10.30 – Coffee with exhibitors 

Hall 1  

10.30-13.00     Plenary Session 

Chairs: Konstantinos Konstantinidis, Victor Tomulescu  

Plenary lecture in Gynecology – Robert Holloway 

Plenary lecture in Urology – Konstantinos Stravodimos 

Plenary lecture in Surgery – Konstantinos Konstantinidis 

Plenary lecture in Thoracic Surgery – Nikolaos Bonaros 

Hall 1 

10.30-13.00     Plenary Session 

Chairs: Konstantinos Stravodimos, Irinel Popescu 

Plenary lecture in Surgery – Irinel Popescu   

Plenary lecture in Urology – Vasileios Poulakis 

Plenary lecture in Gynecology І – Enrico Vizza 

Plenary lecture – Gynecology ІІ – Grigor Gortchev 

13.00-14.00 – Lunch Break 13.00-14.00 – Lunch Break 

Hall 1 

14.00-15.30 

Chairs: Nikolaos Nikiteas, 

Tashko Deliyski 

Colorectal Robotic Surgery 

Hall 2 

14.00-15.30 

Chairs: Nikolaos Bonaros, 

Ventsislav Mutavchiiski 

Heart & Thoracic Surgery 

Hall 1 

14.00-15.30 

Chairs: Nikolay Kolev, Tsvetin 

Genadiev 

Urology Session ІІ 

Hall 2 

14.00-15.30 

Chairs: Dobromir Dimitrov, Sergey 

Iliev 

What to expect from manufacturer? 

Marius Visinescu (Romania) 

Serafim Tsiouris (Greece) 

Hall 1 

15.30-17.00 

Chairs: Irinel Popescu, Nikolay 

Vladov 

Hepatopancreatobiliary & 

Pancreas 

Hall 2 

15.30-17.00 

Chairs: Victor Tomulescu, 

Rosen Madjov 

Endocrine Surgery 

Hall 1 

15.30-17.00 

Chairs: Nikolaos Nikiteas, 

Latchesar Tantchev 

Training in Robotic Surgery  

  

Hall 2 

15.30-17.00 

Chairs: Grigor Gortchev, Vasiliki 

Hatzirafail 

Gynecology Session ІІ 

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee with exhibitors 17.00 – 17.30 SEERSS General Assembly & Coffee with exhibitors 

Hall 1 

17.30-18.00 

State of the Art Lecture 

Future of Robotic Surgery – Richard Satava, USA 

  

17.00-18.30 

Chairs: Catalin Vasilescu, Toma Pojarliev 

South Eastern Europe Experience in Robotic Surgery 

Experience from Greece – Savvas Hirides 

Experience from Romania – Coman Ioan 

Experience from Turkey – Faruk Kose 

Experience from Bulgaria – Grigor Gortchev 

Experience from Cyprus -  Dimitris Dimitriou 

Hall 1 

18.00-19.00 

Opening Ceremony 

18.30-19.00 

Closing Ceremony 

19.30 Dinner 



REGISTRATION 

Registration fees 
Early up to  
10/09/14 

Late from  
11/09/14 

Participants - non members 350,00 € 450,00 € 

Participants – members* 200,00 € 300,00 € 
Residents 100,00 € 150,00 € 
Nurses / Students 50,00 € 50,00 € 
Accompanying  persons 80,00 € 80,00 € 

*  To apply for SEERSS membership click here 

To view registration packages and register online please click here   

ACCOMMODATION 

HOTEL Single Room Double Room 

Radisson Blu Grand (5* - venue)  86,00 € 100,00 € 

Best Western Plus City Hotel (4*) 65,00 € 78,00 € 

The above rates are per room, per night, including breakfast, VAT and city tax 

To book your accommodation online please click here   

Organizational Support:  
ZITA CONGRESS & TRAVEL SA  

Mrs. Maria Petsa  
t: (+30) 211 100 1787 

e-mail:  m.pe@zita-congress.gr  

the future of surgery is here 
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